Minutes

Tenney Lapham Neighborhood Association Council Meeting

May 7, 2008

Members present:  Richard Freihoefer, Pat McDonnell, Sandy Ward, Diane Milligan, Tim Olsen, Gigi Holland, Diane Brusoe, Jim Roper, Joe Brogan, Bob Shaw, Carole Trone.

Guests:  Andy Stebnitz, Ed Jepsen, Brenda Konkel.

1. 7:07 Call to order.  Introductions were made.

2. Minutes of April 2 approved unanimously with corrections from Diane Milligan.

3. Police report. Tim Radke was not present.

4. Possible move of a house from 310 N. Hancock to 313 N. Livingston

a. Andy Stebnitz, realtor, joined us to ask our opinion of an idea to move the house at Hancock (owned by Phil Hees) to the lot at Livingston that is currently for sale.  The lot currently for sale has a house on it.

b. The Hancock house is quite old (built in 1897) and will be demolished if it is not moved because it is in the Pincus McBride development block.

c. Points raised included:

i. Con -- If the move were done, then there would be 2 houses on a lot designed to hold only one, so that variances or a PUD would be needed.

ii. Con -- Having another rental property squeezed into the lot is not consistent with our goal of increasing owner occupancy.

iii. Con -- The idea of saving an old house is excellent, but this is not the right location.

iv. Pro – the house that is currently for sale on Livingston is a mess, may not sell to an owner occupant anyway, so save the Hancock house by putting it on the Livingston lot.

5. Burr Jones/Yahara encampment.

a. Police have cleaned out the junk from the area.

b. There was a meeting on 5/6/08 lead by Joel Plant to discuss the problem.

c. The problem is not just homeless, but rather vagrancy and bad behavior.

d. Ed distributed a list of suggestions for dealing with the issues.

e. Discussion ensued about ways to make public use of the property in question so that use by vagrants would be discouraged.

f. Tim moved and Diane B. seconded that TLNA develop a competition for plans to use the space (e.g. community gardens, dog park, etc.).  He will lead the effort.  Richard F. will ask a friend who is an architect to assist.  All in favor.

g. Ed will write an article about this issue for the next TLNA newsletter.

6.  Alder report.

a. James Madison Park.  There is no movement to use the funds that have been allocated for improvements.  There will be a meeting next Wednesday and one goal is to find out why Si Widstrand seems not to want to spend the funds.

b. Transportation.  Brenda will write a resolution for transportation planning.

c. Ingersoll building graffiti.  The owners have elected not to remove it themselves but rather pay the $100 to the city to do the removal, but the city has not acted on this.  There was speculation that the city was behind because of the long cold winter when such removal could not be done, creating a backlog of work. 

d. Breese Stevens Field.  There is money left over after the last round of improvements and these funds will be used to make further improvements to that park. 

e. Gorham street construction.  Will start May 19th.  Tim moved and Gigi seconded that parking on both sides of Ingersoll should be retained when that street is made 2-way.  Brenda should communicate that to David Dreyer.  Discussion ensued about the importance of treating Ingersoll as a neighborhood street, not a thoroughfare.  All in favor.

f. Bike polo will be happening at the tennis courts at Reynolds Park.  Probably two 4-hour slots per week.  

g. East Washington BUILD.  Two things are happening on the south side of East Wash.  The university may be planning to use the Marquip building and the Mautz plant building may be sold to the city.  These plans were well received by the TLNA council.  Brenda asked if the city shouldn’t be thinking about having an economic development board to plan for the BUILD area.  

h. Neighborhood meeting.  Brenda would like to have one soon but not in the immediate future as it would likely end up focusing on the release to our community from Mendota Mental Health of someone of some notoriety.  Brenda was not able to give any details but commented that we would likely soon be seeing something about this matter in local newspapers. Brenda believes the plan for supervision of this individual is very good.

7. Article IV of TLNA bylaws – membership.

a. Sandy asked people to consider if we want to retain the phrase “or anyone who supports the goals and activities of the Tenney-Lapham Neighborhood Association”.

b. Diane Milligan suggested that another issue is whether the term “homeowners” should be replaced by “property owners”.

c. Suggestions were made to 

i. Ask Richard Linster for his perspective on the current wording.

ii. Seek out wording from other associations.

iii. Discuss further at another meeting.   

8. Bob asked what we want our website to be called now that Dane Net will not be available.  tenneylapham.org was the consensus.

9. A walk with Kitty Rankin to discuss local historic designation will be held on May13th at 6 p.m. starting at the patio area of James Madison Park. 

Adjourned at 9:12 by unanimous vote.

Minutes submitted by S. Ward

