Minutes

Tenney Lapham Neighborhood Association Council

June 6, 2007

Council Members Present:  Patrick McDonnell, Sandy Ward, Richard Freihoefer, Sean Gutknecht, Jim Sturm, Susan Baumann-Duren, David Waugh, James Roper, Bob Sommerfeldt, Joe Brogan, Kathi Breshnehan, Teena Browder
Guests:  Ed Kuharski, Marianne Morton, James Bower, Brenda Konkel, Andrew Fielding, Niko Fielding, Jim Wright
Call to order at 7:05


1. Introductions were made.  

2. Minutes of May meeting approved unanimously.  Thanks to Ruth for the excellent job. 
3. Ed Kuharski request

a. Mr. Kuharski’s son, Travis, died recently.  He was an avid fisherman and was friends with the many other people who fish the Yahara River and the Tenney Lagoon. 
b. Mr. Kuharski is raising funds for a memorial bench and statue that would be placed by the lagoon.  He envisions an exposed aggregate concrete bench like the one in the Willy Street Park, and a sculpture that would be child friendly (e.g. a bear).
c. He spoke to Parks Dept representatives who expressed concern about having private memorials in parks, as well as maintenance and liability issues.  They suggested installing one of the regular benches that they use along with a plaque dedicating it to Travis.  

d. The Council asked Mr. Kuharski to keep us apprised as more specific plans emerge, including placement and design.  
4. Cork and Bottle ownership change from Teena to Jim 

a. The Council toasted Teena in thanks for all that she has done as a business owner in Tenney Lapham. 

b. Teena will continue to own the building and be the landlord

c. Jim will own the business.

d. There will be no dramatic changes, although Jim will have a business card, email, and an electronic inventory system.
e. Brenda recommended that Jim call Joel Plant in the Mayor’s office for advice on how to make a smooth transition with respect to ALRC.

f. Sean moved and Bob seconded that TLNA write a letter of support if it turns out that one is needed.  All in favor. 

5. Public Market
a. A short presentation was given about the idea by
i. James Bower of Blue Planet Partners
ii. Marianne Morton of Common Wealth Development
b. The idea for a public market in Madison has been brewing for 5 years.

c. At present the planners have agreed that the East Washington corridor is ideal for the site.  The top two contenders for site are the Brayton Lot and the Don Miller lot.  There are 13 other potential sites along East Washington. 
d. Within 180 days, they wish to decide upon the site. 

e. $18 to $20 million will need to be raised in a capital campaign.

f. Many council members expressed enthusiasm for the idea of a public market.
g. Issues that were raised include 
i. Is it a plus or a minus for nearby businesses?
ii. What about transportation, including moving beyond assuming the car is the only way to get to the market?
iii. If the market is on the ground floor, what would go on the floors above?

h. To provide feedback, contact Jim or Marianne.

i. jbower@blueplanetpartners.org
ii. Marianne@cwd.org
6. Alder report
a. No news on the James Madison Park committee, but Jim should enter his name as volunteering and he should indicate that he was recommended by Brenda and by the TLNA Council.
b. BUILD.  Pat, Brenda and others will meet with the Mayor next week to discuss the need for an isthmus-wide transportation plan. 
c. Conservation districts.  Passed last night at the city Council.  Tenney Lapham needs to start thinking about what and where we want one in our neighborhood. 

d. Neighborhood Plan.  Now scheduled to be introduced at the June 19th City Council meeting.  

e. Well 3.  There is a committee about well placement and no one from TL has yet volunteered to be on it.    

f. Jim and Sal (Gorham and Livingston) have had brown tap water lately. It is likely due to construction.  If your tap water is brown don’t drink it until you run it long enough that it is clear. 

g. The Colony.  New plans for a lower (3 story) building were circulated. Several commented that it looked good. Bob moved and Sean seconded that we waive the 30 day notice for application.  All in favor.

7. Our next meeting will be July 11th.
8. TLNA has been awarded two city grants

a. One was for planters on the corner of Johnson and Gorham.  This one was written by Ruth and was judged the top application.

b. The other was written by Sandy for the Don’t Trash Tenney litter campaign.
9. East Johnson businesses

a. The vacancies are due to a variety of personal circumstances, not business reasons.
b. East Johnson has been an important incubator for many businesses around the city.
Adjourned by consensus at 9:05

Minutes submitted by Sandy Ward

