Minutes

Tenney Lapham Neighborhood Association Council Meeting

June 4, 2008

Members present:  Richard Freihoefer, Pat McDonnell, Sandy Ward, Diane Milligan, Tim Olsen, Gigi Holland, Jim Roper, Joe Brogan, Bob Shaw, Gay Davidson-Zielske, Jim Sturm, David Waugh, Cheryl Wittke, Susan Baumann-Duren, Richard Linster, Teena Browder.

Guests:  Sue Pastor, Leann Mobley, John Aagard, Tim Radke, Brenda Konkel.

7:00 Call to order.  Introductions were made.

1. Minutes of May 7 approved unanimously.

2. Police report. Tim Radke.

a. Congratulations to Tim on the baby girl Cali Autumn.

b. Last night there was a break-in at Lapham School.  Some evidence was left behind that may help apprehend the intruders.

c. Traffic problems due to Gorham St. being closed. TEST issued tickets on Sherman for excessive speed but have not issued tickets on other streets as speed has not been excessive.

d. There have been several non-residential burglaries just south of E. Washington.

e. The police have ideas for the design of the new Tenney Park shelter regarding how to discourage vagrants.  They will forward these to Pat and Jim Sturm.

3. Probation & parole presentation by Leann Mobley, Corrections Field Supervisor.

a. There are 4 registered sex offenders living in TL, with 1 of them still being under supervision.

b. Leann circulated a map showing the location of the sex offenders and another showing the location of all other offenders.

c. Leann made clear that DHSF, not probation and parole, was responsible for the recent near-release of someone from Mendota into Brighter Life group home in TL and therefore she could not comment on the case.

d. She indicated that probation and parole is adequately staffed.

e. The council thanked her for coming to talk with us.  

4. Brighter Life Living.

a. Jason Standish told Brenda that he wishes to speak to the TL Council.

b. Many council members expressed their thoughts about the recent near-release into the Brighter Life home.

i. Brenda sees injustice all around (to the neighborhood, to Jason, and to the person in question).

ii. Joe wondered how the release plan could have been seen as reasonable given the low level of expertise and security at the group home.

iii. Gay spoke of the importance of neighborhood outcries in stopping the placement.

iv. John Aagard questioned whether DHFS is licensing group homes in accordance with state law.

v. Richard Linster expressed concern that a lynch mob mentality had developed

vi. Tim Olsen said that a larger/broader forum of discussion is need because this is not a problem peculiar to our neighborhood.

c. Gay moved and Bob seconded inviting Jason Standish to speak to the TL Council. After considerable discussion the vote was 12 yes and 1 abstention.

5. Alder report

a. James Madison Park committee.  There will be a house tour on the 10th at 5 pm.  There will be a meeting on the 26th that will hear public comment regarding disposition of the land and the houses.

b. Si Widstrand still hasn’t spent the James Madison Park money budgeted for this year.

c. Train whistles at Fordem should stop in the fall.

d. People on Curtis Court have expressed concern about the lack of public notices about public works projects.

e. Zoning code rewrite.  There are meetings next week including Monday at the City County Building at 5 pm and Tuesday at the Senior Center at 6 pm.

f. Locations of group homes.  Brenda circulated a map.  Tim asked that it be provided to us as a GIS shape file.

g. Traffic issues related to closing of East Gorham.

i. Much discussion ensued regarding the number of cars that are using neighborhood side streets instead of East Washington.

ii. Pat suggested having the current right turn only at Fordem and Johnson be changed to allow cars to turn right or left from that lane so that they would be diverted to East Washington.

iii. Bob moved and David seconded that Brenda communicate to Traffic that during construction we want no right turns from 6:30 to 9 from Baldwin to Dayton and from Brearly to Dayton.  8 in favor, 2 opposed, and 1 abstention.

6. Cheryl moved and Gigi seconded that Bob Kasdorf be appointed to the Tenney Lapham Corporation.  All in favor.  

Adjourned at 9:09 by consensus.

Minutes submitted by S. Ward

