Minutes

Tenney Lapham Neighborhood Association Council Meeting

June 3, 2009
Members present:  Pat McDonnell, Sandy Ward, Susan Baumann-Duren, Richard Linster, Bob Shaw, Richard Freihoefer, Adam Walsh, Diane Brusoe, Diane Milligan, Joe Brogan.
Guests:  Bob Holz, Christy Holz-Sheppleman, Joe Shumow, Bridget Maniaci (Alder).

1. 7:00 Call to order.  Introductions were made.  
2. April 8th and 15th Council minutes approved unanimously. 
3. Brian Chaney was not able to attend so the police report was deferred.

4. Zoning variance for 1234 Sherman. Bob and Christy Holz.
a. Bob and Christy purchased the house about one year ago. After one winter it became clear that work was needed on the lakeside porch because the temperature inside could not get above 55 degrees.

b. They have worked with an architect and have a draft plan of the many things they would like to do.  Original house plans and new architectural drawings were circulated.
c. They will work incrementally toward accomplishing the plan; tonight the focus is the fact that the design for the new back porch would exceed the legal limit of the distance between the house and the lake by 3 feet at one corner of the house.  One set of neighbors has expressed support for the variance; Bob and Christy will be discussing the plan with the other neighbors at the end of the week.  Sandy moved and several seconded that the TLNA Council does not oppose the variance if the neighbors are supportive of it.  8 in favor; and 1 abstention.   

5. Summer events.
a. Big Fun Summer Event.

i. Planning group for the event is Alan, Ariana, and Jim.  Call any of them if you wish to volunteer.  

ii. The event will be July 18th on Paterson between Johnson and Mifflin and will include Reynolds field as a venue for food, games, and family-oriented fun. 
b. Other events.
i. Chicken Coup Tour June 27th
ii. Art Walk June 28th
6. Alder report (Bridget Maniaci).

a. Collins House.
i. Someone has come forward who might like to run the house as a B& B.  Discussions with Kevin Briske from Parks Dept are under way.

ii. Richard Linster moved and Joe Brogan seconded that we form an ad hoc committee to work with the alder on dealing with the Collins house and the other two houses in James Madison Park.

iii. Linster, Brogan and Shumow volunteered to be on the committee.

iv. All in favor.

b. A skateboard park was constructed a few months ago along the east bank of the Yahara River just south of Johnson by a small group of private citizens without city approval.  
i. The City Attorney and Parks Dept were concerned about liability risk.
ii. The Friends of the Yahara did not support the location.

iii. The park was demolished yesterday by the city.  Bridget is interested in having a skateboard park but realizes that fund raising right now would be a challenge given the needs for the new Tenney Park shelter.

c. 600 block of Johnson/Stone House and RPG. 

i. Some the properties that are scheduled for demolition could perhaps be saved.  Helen Bradbury (Stone House) has offered to give the cost of demolishing a house to anyone who would move the house.  Bridget noted three houses that might be good candidates including the Risser house. 
ii. Richard Linster moved and Diane Milligan seconded forming a liaison committee for the Stone House RPG project.  Linster and Shaw volunteered to be on the committee.  The purpose will be to maintain communication between the developers and the TLNA Council and to identify issues that need attention.  All in favor.   

d. Marston speed bumps.

i. The original survey of tenants and owners (resident and absentee) resulted in a vote in favor of installing speed bumps to slow traffic and increase safety.

ii. Some people complained after the vote that they hadn’t really understood what they were voting for.

iii. Bridget held a meeting for discussion.  About 25 or 30 attended.
iv. After the meeting, another survey was sent out and this time there was insufficient support to move ahead with installing bumps.

v. Susan Baumann-Duren expressed strong objection to the process by which this decision was reached. 

e. Burglary update -- Bridget shared a message from Brian Chaney.  
i. There have been 10 residential smash-and-grab burglaries in and around the neighborhood in the last two weeks.  They generally occur between 1pm and 6 pm.  Extra police attention, including foot patrols, is being given to this matter.  
ii. Call Brian if you see anything suspicious. His cell number is 209-7817.
f. 300 Pinckney. This address is not within TL neighborhood, but Bridget thought we would want to know that the police department has sent a letter to a landlord to demand the landlord deal with a problem tenant. 
7. Motion to adjourn at 8:30.  All in favor.
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