Minutes

Tenney Lapham Neighborhood Association Council

August 1, 2007

Council Members Present:  Patrick McDonnell, Sandy Ward, David Waugh, Bob Sommerfeldt, Jim Roper, Richard Freihofer, Richard Linster, Susan Baumann Duren
Guests:  Officers Tim Radke and Sarach McLaughlin
Call to order at 7:07


1. Introductions were made.
2. Minutes of July meeting approved unanimously.  

3. MPD Liaison report from Time Radke 
a. Downtown Safety Initiative.  Tim distributed handouts of data regarding crime for our later perusal; note that we are sectors 407 and 409.
b. Radar trailer was as Johnson and Marston yesterday and it had a calming effect (lots of red brake lights could be seen) when the traffic volume was rather light but as the volume became heavier the calming effect was less apparent.  Tim will try to have the trailer in our neighborhood more often, but lack of equipment to haul it around is a problem.
c. James Madison Park.  Tim recently ticketed 6 people for open intoxicants at 10:30 p.m.  He and other officers continue to patrol and ticket in this park. 
d. Fordem Avenue sexual assault.  There is a person of interest, but no official suspects.
e. Diane’s request for crash data.  Tim is working on this matter.  He is collating data from the last 3 years for sectors 407 and 409.
f. Susan Baumann Duren had an intruder (same guy appeared at her house 3 times). At first she didn’t’ call the police but did after the second encounter. Tim and Sarah emphasized that we should not hesitate to call police.  If your instinct says there is a problem, then call.  Be prepared to give a description of rough age, gender, race, clothes, and direction the person was last seen heading.
g. Questions & answers.

i. What to do if you see reckless/rage driving?  If it looks dangerous or intimidating, call 911. 

ii. What is up with Operation Duck?  This is the pedestrians-in-the-crosswalk initiative.  A discussion of rules regarding crossing ensued.

iii. Is there a rule regarding how far over the speed limit you have to be before you get a ticket?  No.  This is up to officer discretion.  Often it is between 8 and 10 miles over.

4. Alder report (Brenda not present because of another meeting) 

a. There appears to have been no movement on appointing the James Madison Park Planning Committee.

b. Pat updated us on the Neighborhood Plan.

i. It was passed by the Landmarks Commission last month.  The Commission made many very positive comments about the plan, particularly the land use sections.  They want us to amend to add the idea of saving the Washington Hotel building (Fyfe’s) as a historic landmark.  They voted to endorse the plan.
ii. Last month it was considered by the Parks Commission and Jim Sturm was there to answer questions.  They want us to add a caveat that land currently owned by parks should not be sold.  They voted to endorse the plan.
iii. The Board of Estimates met this past Monday.  Pat, Sandy, Gay, David, and Brenda were there to provide comments.  They voted to endorse the plan. 

iv. The Ped/Bike/Motor Vehicle Commission and Long Range Transportation Planning Commission deferred consideration until August.

5. Adopt a Block litter campaign – Sandy. 

a. Official notice of the grant has been received and is in the process of being circulated for signatures.
b. Ruth, Susan Baumann-Duren, Jim Wright and Sandy are planning a litter pick up and poster drawing session with Girl Scouts in September and October.  This change in our plan has been approved (per Linda Horvath).  

c. We continue to desperately need more volunteers for the streets, especially for Johnson and Gorham. 

d. We continue to need a volunteer with a canoe or kayak to pick litter out of the lagoon at Tenney Park.  Jim said that he and Mary Jo intend to take their canoe out and do this. 
e. Jim Sturm offered to recruit people from Baldwin Street to adopt blocks.

f. Jim Roper mentioned seeing children in yellow vests doing litter pick ups.  Susan explained that this is part of a summer volunteer program wherein kids do various kinds of work all over the city.  

6. Committee Reports.

a. Membership (Richard Linster).

i. We discussed options for replacing Christ Presbyterian as the location for the October spaghetti dinner, the winter potluck, and the spring pancake supper but were not able to think of another suitable venue.  Perhaps we could still use the church for the pot luck if we brought and removed everything that we needed.  When the new shelter is built it will be an excellent venue, but until then what should we do? 

ii. Richard noted the interesting disconnect between how many people weigh in on the listserve over various issues from speed bumps to bats to two-way on Johnson and Gorham, while so few actively volunteer to join the Council in working on these issues.  

b. Business (Ruth).

i. Ruth and others will meet with city staff later this month to discuss ways to vitalize the business district.  

ii. Ruth will talk to her landlord about applying for a façade grant.  Several commented that this is a very good idea.  

iii. The book store is for sale.  

c. Parks (Jim Sturm).  The plans for the Tenney Park shelter are moving along and will be presented to the Urban Design Committee in September.
d. Special Projects (Susan).  Susan received an email form a neighbor suggesting that something be done to recycle all of the furniture that will hit the curbs when students move this month.  Susan will investigate by contacting Christ Presbyterian about use of their parking lot, and calling Gigi Holland who worked on this matter several years ago.  It is likely too late to do anything this year, but Susan will investigate so that we are ready for next year. 
e. Area Representatives.  For Area D, there will be a shift in that Jim Roper will take over being the representative and Bob Sommerfeldt will be the alternate.  The Council thanks Bob for his service and is pleased that he will remain as an alternate.
Adjourned by consensus at 9:00
Minutes submitted by Sandy Ward

