Minutes

Tenney Lapham Neighborhood Association Council Meeting

August 5, 2009
Members present:  Pat McDonnell, Sandy Ward, Richard Linster, Bob Shaw, Diane Brusoe, Diane Milligan, Jim Wright, Alan Crossley, David Waugh, Tim Olsen.
Guests:  Joe Shumow, Samuel Bates, Elizabeth Barrett, Rebecca Cunningham, Arthur Ross (City of Madison Traffic Engineering), Barb Arseneau (City of Madison Traffic Engineering), Dan McCormick (City of Madison Traffic Engineering), Brooke Jackson (Project Lodge), Bob Beuthling, Bridget Maniaci (Alder).

1. 7:00 Call to order.  Introductions were made.  
2. July 3rd minutes approved unanimously with the agreement that David Waugh will find out who made the motion to approve the June minutes, as he is erroneously listed as having done so. 
3. East Mifflin Street Bike Boulevard proposal.
a. Dan McCormick described a plan for a bike boulevard on E. Mifflin from Dickinson Street to the square.  The proposal is part of the city’s effort to attain Platinum Bike Status.  Around the country bike boulevards have a range of enhancements from just signage and markings to restrictions on cars using the road.  The plan for Mifflin St is to start with a minimal approach involving signage and markings.  
b. The goals are to increase bike ridership, increase safety, decrease the speed of car traffic, and create a coexistence of cars and bikes.
c. Many questions and discussion ensued. 

d. Given that all comments were positive, Pat asked if anyone had any comments in opposition to this project.  There were none. 

e. Tim moved and Alan seconded that TLNA supports the creation of the Bike Boulevard on Mifflin Street.  All in favor.
4. Neighborhood Festival Recap.
a. There was applause and many thanks to Alan, Ariana, and Jim for all of the great work that they did.

b. Alan gave special thanks to Jim’s family who cooked most of the food that was provided.

c. The event generated $1,000 toward the new Tenney Park Shelter and 12 new association members.

d. Alan suggested that we have a systematic and annual effort to insure that committees and the full Council are reviewing and implementing the neighborhood plan.

e. Alan and Jim (and Ariana?) will continue to co-chair the planning for a similar event next year.

f. To volunteer to help them, contact either one.  
5. Historic Preservation Planner letter
a. There is a hiring freeze on several city positions, including that of Preservation Planner.

b. The Marquette Neighborhood sent a letter urging the Mayor to reconsider this freeze given that the position is critical to historic preservation efforts.  

c. David moved and Tim seconded that TLNA draft and send a similar letter.  All in favor. Sandy will write the letter.
6. Yahara Station Proposal (see attached documents).
a. Pat summarized the proposal.  Tim circulated a Cap Times article.

b. The basic idea (which is consistent with the TL Neighborhood Plan) is to have the Amtrak station at the intersection of First Street and the Yahara instead of at the airport.  The Yahara location would stimulate the development of a multi-modal transit hub and would likely kick start desired redevelopment along East Washington Avenue (as described in the East Washington BUILD plan). 

c. Arthur Ross spoke to the need for a bike connection from Mifflin across the river.

d. Several Council members spoke with great enthusiasm for the proposal.  

e. Bridget said that the political situation is such that “mountains” would have to be moved to get the station at Yahara instead of at the airport. 

f. Sandy moved and Jim seconded that the TLNA Council strongly supports the development of the proposed Yahara Station for the Amtrak Station.  All in favor.  Tim and Pat will write a letter expressing this support.
7. Brooke Jackson from Project Lodge (on the 800 block of E. Johnson).
a. Brooke and several other collaborators are considering signing a lease for the space in order to have a venue for art and music.

b. Bridget expressed the need for much further discussion so that Brooke and others understand restrictions that would apply (e.g. ending music by 10 pm, and the ordinances that apply to food and alcohol).

8. Alder Report (Bridget).
a. Johnson and Gorham bike lanes have been painted.
b. Johnson Street businesses have been meeting.
c. Edgewater Hotel plan is taking up lots of time.
i. There will be a meeting for neighborhood input on August 25th
ii. Bridget will see that TL residents receive notification of the meeting. 

d. Community Policing Teams (CPTs) are in danger of being cut due to budget. 

e. The removal of the silos from the bath house at James Madison is not making progress.  It seems that park fees are not going to James Madison Park.
9. Safe Communities.  Diane moved and Sandy seconded sending the letter of support that Tim drafted for the Safe Communities WHO application. 

10. Committee Reports.

a. Traffic.  Tim urges pursuing goals and actions that are in the Neighborhood Plan.
b. Diane Brusoe needs the Tax ID number to keep the TLNA checkbook operational.

c. Alan and Bob volunteered to join Richard on the nominating committee.
11. Future agenda items.

a. Learn more about the Edgewater Hotel plan.
b. Follow up on Project Lodge.
c. Plan the fall membership meeting for mid October.
d. Pursue getting the silos out of James Madison Park.

12. Adjourn at 9:10.  All in favor.

Minutes submitted by S. Ward
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Everything we know about successful intercity rail service tells us main train stations should be,
if not right in city centers, as close to them as possible. The Federal Railroad Administration,
which will be evaluating plans for a possible Milwaukee-Madison rail service, agrees.

Yet, as it finalizes its plans for that service, the Wisconsin Department of Transportation has
said it intends to put Madison’s train station at the Dane County Regional Airport, five miles or
more from central Madison destinations like the Capitol Square and the UW campus.

‘There are good reasons why Madison’s station can't be in the heart of downtown. But why not
bring the rail service as close to downtown-—or downtown as close to the service—as we can?

The Yahara Location

The designated Mitwaukee-Madison rail
line will bring trains from Milwaukee to|
within 1 1/2 miles of the Capitol Square|
before making a sharp northward tum|
near First Street and the Yahara River and,
proceeding the final 3 1/2 miles to the|
airport.

That tum, which will require trains to|
slow drastically, is a natural location for a|
train station site that meets WisDOTs,
operational - requirements yet connects|
well with Madison’s central ~business|

The Yahara Advantage
In addition to better connections with
central Madison, Yahara Station_offers
several other advantages over the airport.
« Approximately 3 1/2 fewer miles of
track to reconstruct.
Shorter travel times for many if not
most passengers (both a shorter train
trip and shorter local travel to and
from the station).
Proximity to the proposed train
layoverfacility at_the rail yards

which already includes the Yahara area.
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A multi-modal transportation center

Yahara Station has the potential to be much more than just an Amtrak station. Located at one
of the likely sites for an eventual light/commuter rail line, it is well positioned to offer cross-
platform transfers to passengers headed downtown, to the University, to the airport, or to
suburban areas and other parts of the region.

Yabara Station i also located on or
near many princpal Hadison Metro
bus routes, and could serve a: an
intercity bus terminal, replacing the
| soon-to-be-lost Badger Bus depo.
Yatara Station would enjoy more
direct access. than the airport o
major local thoroughfares a5 well az
to area freeways and the Interstate
oy eatoann A stem-
el ST S And unlice the airport,
G 4 ¢ Station is also a realistc destination
for pedestrans and bicyclists.

Yahara Station:

Yahara Station offers station-area redevelopment
opportunities not found either at the airport or
downtown.

The blocks surrounding the station are likely to
attract investors seeking to capitalize on
convenient access to a fast intercity rail link to
Milwaukee and Chicago. Site development
agreements with such investors could help partially
finance the station and its operations.

Yahara Station dovetails with Madison’s East
Capitol_Gateway Corridor_plan, which calls for
more intensive development and increased density
in this area. The station and adjacent
development, with its shops, restaurants, offices,
residences and park space, could be the catalyst
for creating a significant new place on the isthmus:
“Downtown East.”

In short, even if we can't bring the train
downtown, Yahara Station may make it possible to
extend dovntown eastward to meet the trail

Campaign for Yahara Station Dane
e, in association with the Dane Alliance for Rational Transportation (DART)  Alliance .
4 www.rationaltransportation.org/yesyahara Rational
& oot b €n g ey Transportation




