Minutes

Tenney Lapham Neighborhood Association Council

September 6, 2007

Council Members Present:  Patrick McDonnell, Sandy Ward, David Waugh, Jim Roper, Gay Davidson-Zielske, Gigi Holland, Joe Brogan, Kathi Bresnehan, Diane Milligan, Tim Olsen, Ruth Rohlich, Jim Sturm.

Guests:  John Aagaard

Call to order at 7:05


1. Introductions were made.

2. Minutes of August meeting approved after making a correction to the section about the Parks Commission deliberation about the TLNA Neighborhood Plan. 

3. Officer Tim Radke could not attend this evening, but sent an email to report

a. There has been an arrest in the Fordem rape case.

b. There was an arrest for lewd and lascivious conduct on the tennis court at Reynolds Park.

c. Pat sent Tim a message about concerns over sex and drugs at Giddings Park.

4. Alder report (Brenda not present.) 

a. James Madison Park Planning Committee.

i. This committee will address surplus property in the park

ii. The Mayor’s appointments include David Wallner, Phil Hees, Sheridan Glen and Michael Schumacher.

iii. Joe suggested that we (TLNA) need to reconsider and clarify our positions on the sale of buildings, the sale of land, and if those decisions differ by whether or not all proceeds go to James Madison Park improvements.

iv. Jim Sturm moved that the TLNA Council write to the Mayor to express our concern that the TLNA Council is not represented on the surplus committee.  

1. All in favor

2. Jim and Jim will draft the letter and forward it to Pat. 

b. Pat updated us on the Neighborhood Plan.

i. Since out last council meeting the plan was accepted by LRTPC and Ped/Bike/Motor Vehicle.

1. Both of those groups had many questions and concerns that focused primarily about the proposal to return Johnson and Gorham to two-way streets.

2. TLNA members who attended the meetings felt that commission members were very focused on traffic engineering issues, such as through-put of cars, rather than on broader issues of land use and livability.

ii. The next step in the process is that the City Planning Department will collate all feedback from the commissions and committees and forward this to the Planning Commission (which is the lead commission on this matter) for their action.  Then it will go to the City Council.  

5. Newsletter delivery – Joe. 

a. Richard Linster and Joe carefully discussed three issues

i. The difficulty of accessing locked buildings

ii. What to do about Sherman Terrace

iii. Timeliness and adequacy of our area rep system of delivery

b. They decided to try two new things

i. Add back up area reps to lessen the number of newsletters that any one person has to deliver

ii. Use clear plastic bags for delivery to locked houses. 

c. By consensus the council agreed that these actions should be tried and monitored for success.

6. Proposal to move the men’s shelter – Gigi.

a. Two developers (Cliff Fisher and Tom Geier of the Lorraine Hotel and Metropolitan Place) met with Mayor Dave and offered to purchase building space in order to move the men’s shelter from Grace Church (on W. Washington on the square) to 800 E. Washington.

b. The Mayor told them to talk to TLNA and MNA.

c. Council members briefly discussed various concerns about the proposal including the high number of services already in our neighborhood, the proximity to Lapham school, and other issues. 

7. Locations for food events – Diane will contact Lapham school to see if we could have a pot luck there for the annual meeting in the 3rd or 4th week of October. 

8. Committee reports

a. Housing – Diane is writing an article for the next newsletter about gaining local historic designation for the two existing National Historic Districts in our neighborhood.  The article will invite involvement in the process. 

b. Transportation – Tim Olsen

i. Welcome back Tim!

ii. Tim noted that most transportation issues/problems have been around for quite some time (e.g. excessive speed and volume on Johnson and Gorham).

iii. He noted that the new bridge over East Wash is a wonderful success and is the result of long work by many people.

iv. He offered to develop a FAQ to respond to common questions about the TLNA Neighborhood Plan transportation section, particularly the sections about Johnson and Gorham.

c. Business (Ruth).

i. Local business owners met with city staff to talk about ways to enhance the business district (e.g. façade grants)

ii. The owners will meet soon with Susan Schmitz to talk about forming a BID

iii. Ruth will be closing her business.  Everyone expressed dismay at loosing Ruth and her business as part of our community.

iv. A new gallery is opening on the 800 block of Johnson with a reception this Friday evening the 8th).

d. Safety  -- (Kathi). The meeting of police and neighborhood people two months ago focused mainly on the problems that occur at bar time on State street. 

e. Parks – Jim Sturm

i. Shelter in Tenney park

1. A presentation about the shelter for the Urban Design Commission is coming up soon.

2. Mary Lang Sollinger is working steadily on this project

3. Jim will send out the latest version of the design plans

ii. Community gardens

1. It is time to order bulbs

2. Jim will search out Bob Shaw and other gardeners to ask what they want to order.

3. Usually about $100 is spent each year on bulbs

9. Request from John Aagaard regarding the installation of speed bumps/ramps on the 1200 block of East Mifflin St. 

a. John voiced concern about the installation of these bumps, citing issues about safety (e.g. delays in ambulances and fire trucks reaching their destinations), noise, pollution, violations of the Americans with Disabilities Act, and his personal concern about clearance for his trailer.

b. John stated that established procedures were not followed in the process of seeking neighborhood input about whether to have the ramps installed.  For example, he said that neighborhood meetings that were supposed to occur did not and that there was no “test case” (rubber bump) for residents to try out before casting their votes on whether to install permanent ones.  

c. David spoke in favor of the bumps and in defense of the process used to consider whether to install them.

d. Kathi pointed out that this matter has become a divisive issue for their segment of the neighborhood, with many long time friends and neighbors having heated disagreements. 

e. Tim moved that the council ask Brenda (Alder) to defer or delay the decision about installing these bumps.  Gay seconded.  There was discussion of the motion and then after some clarifications, Gay withdrew her second.

f. Joe moved that the Council ask Brenda to look into whether the process has been complete and fair.  Gay seconded.  7 in favor, 1 opposed, 1 abstention.

g. Pat said he would contact Brenda tomorrow to tell her about this vote.

Adjourned by consensus at 9:30

Minutes submitted by Sandy Ward

