Minutes

Tenney Lapham Neighborhood Association Council Meeting

October 7, 2009
Members present:  Pat McDonnell, Sandy Ward, David Waugh, Richard Linster, Joe Brogan, Richard Freihoefer, James Roper, Gay Davidson-Zielske, Adam Walsh.
Guests:  Joe Lusson, Officer Brian Chaney (MPD), Tony Fiore (MPD supervisor), Bridget Maniaci (Alder), Dean Loumos (Executive Director of Housing Initiatives).
1. 7:04 Call to order.  Introductions were made.  
2. September 2nd minutes were approved unanimously.
3. Housing Initiatives (Dean Loumos).
a. Contact Information:
i. 1110 Ruskin St., Madison.
ii. 277-8330, or Loumos’ cell 332-2095.
b. Since 1993 Housing Initiatives has been providing housing for mentally ill individuals who are homeless.  The program involves providing rent subsidies and intensive management (both of the physical structure and of the residents).  It is funded by HUD through CDBG.

c. Intensive property management involves:
i. Three men in each building each week to do maintenance.
ii. These men are trained to observe and report problem behavior.
iii. Each client has his own case manager in the mental health system (separate from any supervision provided by Housing Initiatives).

iv. Mr. Loumos is always available and responds immediately to any behavior that is a problem.

d. They currently subsidize about 127 units around Dane County with two houses (8 units) in Tenney Lapham (1012 E. Dayton and 1336 E. Mifflin). 
e. Lengthy discussion ensued about an incident with a client at 1012 E. Dayton.  Several neighbors were alarmed by this individual’s erratic behavior.  When he was initially contacted by R. Freihoefer, Mr. Loumos believed that the individual in question was not one of his residents.  He nonetheless pursued an investigation into the matter, determined the individual was one of his tenants, worked to correct the problem behavior and when this was not successful evicted him. 

f. Council members expressed concern about perceptions of decreased safety of the neighborhood and worries about the placement of mentally ill clients near schools.

g. Bridget suggested that the chronic nuisance ordinance might apply.  Mr. Loumos responded that such a suggestion was not appropriate because they intervene quickly to correct any problems. 

4. PO Brian Chaney.
a. There have been increases in burglaries, robberies and graffiti in our neighborhood and MPD has initiated an operation to address these issues but further information about the operation cannot be shared at this time.

b. The property at 738 E. Dayton, which neighbors experience as an ongoing problem, is not currently under investigation.  Brian explained that many of the police calls to this house come from those who live there who are calling for help (service calls).  Many of the residents are mentally ill, though none are clients of Housing Initiatives. 

c. Bridget said that 3 new building inspectors have been hired.  While they are being trained by the seasoned staff, there are actually fewer staff available to do inspections.  Training will be completed by January.  Pat mentioned that inspection is complaint driven and that staff are very responsive to complaints. 

d. Gay suggested conducting an email survey about perceptions of crime.  This survey would be combined with an information sheet with a list of numbers to call for problems. Pat stated that the newsletter would be a preferable medium for a survey because it goes to more people that the listserv.
e. Neighbors knowing and watching out for their surrounding neighbors is the focus of the Neighborhood Watch Program.  If anyone is interested in learning more, contact Mary Ann Thurber at MPD.
f. Supervisor Fiore noted that increased student housing density in the downtown has created a vacuum in our neighborhood (and others) that is being filled by landlords who like guaranteed rental income (which comes with subsidized housing).

g. Bridget suggested that an ongoing problem is to encourage residents to CALL THE POLICE when there is a problem.  If the police don’t know about it, they can’t address it. 

h. Contact info for Brain Chaney:  bchaney@cityofmadison.com, cell 209-7817

5. Dog Park.
a. There was a meeting on 9/30/09 with about 35 attendees and there was much support for dog parks at Demetrol and Burr Jones fields.
b. The alders who will move this forward are Larry Palm and Satya Rhodes-Conway.
6. Bicycles on E. Mifflin
a. There will be a meeting at Pizza Extreme on Oct 13th [6:30 for food, 7:00 for actual meeting] with city staff to discuss this project.

b. David would like to see a full implementation rather than the minimal signage approach suggested by the city.

c. Bridget believes that the minimal approach is the best way to go at this time.. 
7. Defer discussion of anti-SLAPP legislation

8. Annual meeting/election/pizza supper – Oct. 21st  at 6:15pm at Lapham School.

9. Bridget discussed a handout entitled “Impact Fees” that addresses some city budget issues for parks in our neighborhood. 

10. Richard Linster moved adjournment at 9:10.  All in favor.
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Robert L. Bellman Towse

In 1993, Housing Initiatives began meeting the challenge of
providing desperately-needed housing for people who
suffer from mental illnesses. During that time we have
placed nearly 500 people into housing who not only suffer
from mental illness, but were homeless because of it.

Housing Initiatives not only answers the questions of how to
solve the problem of homelessness, but also how to
develop high quality, scattered-site affordable housing for
those who are the most vulnerable in our society.

We currently own and manage 51 separate apartments
spread out all over the city and pay rent for another 75
which house a total of 180 men, women and children.

We can be reached at the numbers above or please take a
look at our saon-to-be website, www.housinginit.org.

Donations are all tax exempt and very welcome!




