Minutes
Tenney-Lapham Neighborhood Association Council Meeting

November 17, 2010

Council Members present: Richard Linster, Marina Dupler, David Waugh, Tim Olsen, Patty Prime, Joe Brogan, Thuy Nguyen, Joe Shumow, David Wallner, Joe Lusson, Jim Roper, Pat McDonnell, Mike O’Callaghan Ryanjoy, Alyssa Kesler Ryanjoy, Alan Crossley, Stephanie Schmid, Lia Vellardita
Guests: Sam Stevenson, Al Matano (District 11 Supervisor), Officer Brian Chaney, Ann (Salvation Army), Bob Shaw, Ilse Hecht (James Madison district), Sonja Moskalik, Matt Krueger

1. Call to Order at 7:04pm.

2.  Introduction of Sam Stevenson, guest, announcing his candidacy for alder of district 2 and opening himself for questions.  He lives on E. Washington Ave, is a grad student in Masters of Public Health.  His key issues are development, better standard of living, traffic, and public transit.

3.  Jim Roper moved to approved September’s meeting minutes.  Tim Olsen seconded them.  Minutes approved.

Introduction of all council members, including new members and council positions: Patty Prime is the new Treasurer, Thuy Nguyen is now chair of the Safety committee, Lia Vellardita is the new Secretary, Alyssa Kessler Ryanjoy is now in charge of Membership, Mike O’Callaghan Ryanjoy is now Area A representative, Stephanie Schmidt is now Area B representative, Gay Davidson-Zielske (not present) is now Reporter.

4.  Neighborhood office report.  Officer Chaney invited Ann from the Salvation Army to give a report on the SA.  It is currently at capacity, but now there is a call-in system that allows people to call ahead and confirm place to stay instead of people lining up around building, which they used to.  In terms of safety, it has been quiet, no real problems. SA is in a good location and not moving.

Officer Chaney’s report:

· Drug overdoses in district but outside TLNA. 13 deaths, 50 overdoses of heroin.

· Property crimes: no significant increase.  More towards campus area.

· Question about drug bust situation on N. Few St.: not privy to that information.

· Officer’s last meeting – he was promoted.  Christina Hill will be temporary liaison officer, but there is expected to be a change up next year in neighborhood liaison officers so Hill might not remain there.

· Many thanks from the committee for his service.

Suggestion to send a letter from TLNA to his supervisor commending his work; Richard said he would take care of it.

5. President’s comments:

· Email about meeting date: consider Mondays as new meeting day

· Aim to keep meetings shorter but not prevent participation

· If members need help, let him know (he aims to meet all members in the coming months)

· Thanked everyone who participated at spaghetti dinner (over 100 attendees)

· Meeting with Marina:

· Action plan (draft)

· Can revisit at another meeting -- let Marina know feedback

6.  James Madison Surplus Committee (Bob Shaw and David Wallner):

· Bob and David spoke about the Committee meeting: 

· First meeting was last week; it was stated that the former committee from 2 years ago recommended to buy houses and keep them in the current location, that Collins House be public and the other two houses private.

· Public hearing on Dec 9, next meeting Jan 13, 2011

· City must go through process before properties can disposed

· Committee’s findings: 10 criteria/conditions; committee will rank proposals, send on to city council for final approval; Mayor is still inclined to move properties for park land

· Probably won’t be on ballot till 2012 (need city-wide referendum)

· Debate on issue followed:

· Several members and some guests voiced support for keeping houses in current location and preserving them for several reasons, including that the houses are official city landmarks and if this precedent of moving them is set, what is to stop the city from doing it with more; that the houses help maintain the sense of neighborhood; that the proposed park space at the top if the hill is unused and undesirable;

· Some members stated opposing ideas, such as valuing park land over keeping the houses where they are, and suggesting that we should look into the possibilities that the houses could be moved and still be preserved (citing several examples such as Gates of Heaven).

· Joe Lusson moved that “The TLNA does not support the City of Madison’s plan to move the three houses in James Madison Park at 640, 646 and 704 E. Gorham St.  The houses should be maintained in the current location and be sold on condition that they be restored (from 2006 motion), as the TLNA values officially designated landmarks.  The TLNA also encourages the city to restore current park land between houses and lake.” Jim seconded; Joe Shumow voted against motion, which raised debate on whether to vote that night or wait

· Richard mentioned he could call a special vote or 3 council members can call a special vote as long as all members are notified if TLNA did not vote, but there were enough people ready to vote that night

· Motion approved; 12 in favor, 4 opposed.

7.  Reports

· Treasurer: working with membership chair on dues collection

· Vice-President: no report

· Publicity: no report

· Safety: met with Irene, who at last meeting proposed TLNA Watch group; first step was collecting names of interested parties; FaceBook page for neighborhood; encouraging neighbors to report crime

· Secretary: no report

· Parks: Tenney Shelter under construction and possibly finished; bike polo – parks looking into it

· Education: no report, but put in a call for ideas on how TLNA could interact with schools

· Housing: nothing to report on houses; Hanah Jon Taylor has proposal to get concessions or cafe at James Madison Park Shelter (Joe L gave Hanah's written proposal to Joe S for consideration by TLNA parks committee)
· Development (new position): no reports; working on definition of development – being liaison between developers and neighbors; went to neighborhood roundtable (revision of development process in city)

· Transportation: 3.5 weeks ago crash on Johnson St. and man died; Johnson St. to be rebuilt 2014; timing of stop lights at 25

· Area D: 8 point buck in backyard, no reports otherwise

· Special Projects: no reports

· Membership: meetings to make directory and make database to keep track of membership; set up TLNA Facebook page similar to how listserv runs (with updates), Sonya volunteered to help with booklet, asked for other admins (Tim and Thuy volunteered)

· Area A: no reports

· Community Service: no reports

· Area B: no reports

8.  Announcements

· Public hearing notice for James Madison Park houses

· Bridget Maniaci: Sherman Ave reconstruction and lighting notice

· Hanah warmly thanks TLNA for help/support

· Library board is revealing plans for the Central Library redesign on Dec 7th 

· Madison Parks Foundation fundraiser

· Arthur Ross, pedestrian bike coordinator, would lose job with new budget – Bridget Maniaci included a budget amendment that would keep his position intact; traffic engineering budget

· Ice Fest Jan 15, 2011; Monday Nov 22, 2010 meeting with Parks Dept – Tim and others organizing coordination of event if members want to join and help

· Public support of high speed rail – rallies on Saturday noon around state, the one in Madison is at Wilson Street Lot on Hancock St.

· Congratulations to Mike and Alyssa on their recent nuptials, and Joe and wife’s new baby girl

9.  Marina moved to adjourn; Pat seconded. Meeting adjourned at 9:01pm.

Minutes submitted by Lia Vellardita

