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M a d i s o n W a t e r U t i l i t y R e s p o n d s T o L e a d Q u e s t i o n s 

Editor's Note: The following is a re
sponse from the Madison Water Utility 
to questions pertaining to an article in 
the last issue of the newsletter. 

Mayor Bauman has requested that I 
respond to questions on her behalf. I 
will respond to each issue below, in the 
order they were presented. 

1. How do you distinguish galva
nized iron or steel pipes frorn lead? Gal
vanized steel pipe and lead can look 
similar, especially when they are cor
roded. Both will have a gray color. The 
easiest way to tell the difference is to 
hold a refrigerator magnet against the 
metal. The magnet will be attracted to 
galvanized steel, but will not attract to 
lead. In addition, lead pipe bends eas
ily and thus it will have no angle joints 
or connectors. With galvanized steel, 
each angle change in the pipe will beat 

C O R R E C T I O N 
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an angle joint with a joint connector. 

2. Has anyone considered coopera
tion to reduce the cost of replacing their 
old water supply pipe? 

Cooperative bidding of services in a 
neighborhood would very likely be ben
eficial. The Water Utility will take that 
into consideration when it develops its 
schedules for lead service replacements. 
The schedules will group properties in 
areas and neighborhoods, so that neigh
bors may take advantage of group bid
ding if they wish. 

3. It should be cheaper if construc
tion is scheduled during nice weather or 
slow periods for the local construction 
industry. 

Unfortunately, nice weather and slow 
periods for the local construction indus
try may be mutually exclusive. In order 
to address this issue, the Water Utility 
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intends to schedule lead service replace
ments over a ten year period so that the 
workload can be spread out as evenly 
as possible. This will hopefully allow 
the available pool of contractors to re- • 
place all the lead service lines within the 
time period mandated by law. We will 
also provide sufficient notice to prop
erty owners of the deadlines for lead line 
replacement on their property so that 
they will not be forced to replace a lead 
service during winter conditions. The 
proposed ordinance provides for dead
lines to be deferred December through 
March on the_ basis of weather con
straints. 

4. Does this proposed ordinance 
change only require replacing lead pipes 
that are buried outside? . . . 

The proposed ordinance only ad
dresses the lead service line from the 
water meter (usually located in the base
ment of a home) to the shut off valve 
near the property line (usually between 
the sidewalk and the curb). Other pipes, 
solders and fixtures inside the home are 
not affected. (Our studies have shown 
that "these are minor contributors of lead 
in tap water and that replacing the lead 
service lines will resolve the problem.) 
Lead pipes or solder on the wastewater 
side of the system are not a concern. 

5. Has anyone considered fighting 
their own fires or supplying their own 
drinking water if the electricity goes off 
for more than one day, during January? 

In conjunction with a program of
fered by MG&E, the Water-Utility is in 

(see Lead on page 16) 
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As the folk song goes, "All God's 
creatures got a place in the choir" and 
I agree with that. The next line goes 
"some sing lower and some sing 
higher." Of those that sing higher, we 
have to count our friends the birds. 

Right now there are flocks of 
winged things dotting our skies and 
resting in our backyard havens. We 
promise to leave the light on at our 
makeshift Motel 6 and they show up 
and delight us—at least until the three 
housecats next door make their dra
matic entrance. 

Yes, they are God's creatures too, 
and yes, in a natural world they would 
not be clipped and neutered and spayed 
and made to roam behind glass. But 
guess what? This is not a natural world 
we live in. And their high voices, 

I t ' s F o r t h e B i r d s 

yowling at night while they make like 
Jesse Ventura with other roaming ani
mals, are the kind that make neighbors 
chuck shoes at them. (Then they move 
ten feet and start up again. If you haven't 
heard it, drop by some moonlight night 
for a chorus of yowling love songs.) 

Let me establish' my credentials, 
though, as a felix domesticus fan, lest 
you leap to the conclusion that I 'm a cat 
hater. I love cats as a species and have 
owned them since I was a wee thing, sit
ting next to the coal-burning stove in the 
kitchen in a flannel gown cuddling a 
heat-seeking feline on my lap. Grey Boy 
(renamed Grey Girl the next year when 
she returned to have a batch of kittens in 
the potato bin in the cellar), Frisky, 
Furball, Fernando J. Subgum (who'saw 
me through more bad relationships than 

AMERICAN BIRD 
CONSERVANCY APPLAUDS 

NEW PET 
TRESPASSING LAW 

Washington;;DC— Cat owners in 
Montgomery County, MD have a new 
incentive to keep their cats indoors, on 
a leash, or confined to their property. 
Under anew law, owners of all types 
of pets, including domestic cats, may 
not allowtheir pet to enter other pri
vate property without the property 
•owner's permission. Violations of the 
new law could result in the issuance 
of a $100 fine. Second offenses or 
offenses committed after a warning 
could increase the fine to $500. In ad

dition, private property owners legally 
have the right to humanely trap or cap
ture trespassing animals and bring them 
to the County's animal shelter. Dogs and 
unaltered cats must be leashed when off 
their own property. 

Linda Winter, director of American 
Bird Conservancy's (ABC) Cats Indoors! 
Campaign stated, "People write or call 
me every day wondering what they can 
do about their neighbor's cats in their 
yard. They are Sick and tired of watch
ing other people's cats kill birds at their 
feeders, or bird baths, defecate in their 
gardens, or create a health risk in their 
children's sandboxes. If owners of out
door cats respected other people's prop
erty rights, this legislation would not be 

men ever saw me through bad cats) and 
now Anthony and Cleopatra, (whom we 
also call "Get offa the Table" and "Stop 
That") So I dig cats, okay? But I also 
have discovered a fascination with 
birds-and after a doomed indoor debacle 
between our poor canary, Erika Snow
ball (don't ask; Alex named her) and 
Get Offa and Stop That—-I think cats 
need to stay INDOORS and birds have 
to be OUT. 

But don't take my word for it-here 
are some recent facts and stats from the 
recent Cats Indoors Press Release, 
compiled by Linda Winter, Director, 
forwarded to me by Dave Fallow, local 
bird expert and leader of fearless birding 
jaunts. 

People who care about birds, please 
take note... 

-Gay Davidson-Zielske 

needed. " The city of Newport News, 
Virginia is consider ing similar 
legislation."ABC's Cats Indoors! Cam
paign seeks to educate cat owners and 
the general public that the nation's esti
mated 100 million free-roaming cats kill 
hundreds of millions of birds each year 
in the U.S.," said ABC president Dr. 
George Fenwick. "Outdoor cats often 
suffer and die prematurely, and can 
transmit diseases and parasites to people, 
such as cat-scratch fever.toxoplasmosis, 
and rabies. Montgomery County has set 
an excellent standard to promote respon
sible pet ownership that will help pro
tect ̂ cats, wildlife and people. We en
courage other counties and muhicipali-

(see ABC Pet Law on page 16) 

H A I R D E S I G N S 

924 East Johnson Street 251-2777 

Open Tuc-Sun 

453WGi!man 
11 am to 11 pm 

.255-1313 

November/December 1999 Page 3 Tenney-Lapham Neighborhood Association Newsletter 



E d u c a t i o n 

N o v e m b e r R e f e r e n d u m Q u e s t i o n E x p l a i n e d 

Editor's Note: The following article 
is a press release from Citizens for In
vesting in Madison Schools. 

On Tuesday, November 9th Madison 
polling places will be opened to ask 
those served by Madison schools to con
sider three referenda. Here's a descrip
tion of each question and reasons that 
Citizens for Investing in Madison 
Schools, a group of homeowners, par
ents and neighbors like yourself, believe 
these questions deserve your support. 

Question 1 - Building System Re
placement - Most of Madison's schools 
are older buildings. Inspections showed 
that many city school buildings need 
upgrades to provide adequate electrical 
supply, air ventilation, fire alarms, en
ergy conservation and emergency light
ing. Some schools need to replace roofs 
and aging furnaces. Although the 
schools are well maintained, they are 
getting older. Only one school has been 
built in the last 20 years, and two schools 
still use heating systems built around 
1914. With your approval, these repairs 
can be made without any additional 

taxes. 

How? Bonds used to pay off debt 
from past borrowing start expiring this 
year. If voters approve continued use 
of these funds, the district can dedicate 
$20 million over the next five years to
ward school maintenance projects. Just 
like your home, schools must be main
tained to remain safe and healthy. 
Moreover, strong schools protect the 
value of your property by ensuring that 
your neighborhood school is a safe, 
well-maintained place for learning. 

Question 2 - New Neighborhood El
ementary School - A new school is pro- * 
posed on Madison's southwest side near 
a developing neighborhood centered at 
Highway PD and Maple Grove Road. 
New home construction in this Cross 
Country Neighborhood will add ap
proximately 600 elementary school stu
dents to Madison schools over the next 
few years. Current southwest schools 
are already full due to continued devel
opment of private homes and apart
ments in this sprawling area. The new 
school is estimated to cost $11 million, 
which would cost the average taxpayer 
about $ 11 a year in taxes. 

Without a new school, school bound
aries across many parts of the district 
would have to shift repeatedly to accom
modate the influx of new students. An 
estimated 2,300 students would be 
shifted to new neighborhood schools and 
classes would grow substantially larger. 
School boundary changes and large class 
sizes are not conducive to the quality 
education or sense of local neighbor
hoods Madison strives for. 

Question 3 - Operating costs for the 
new school - This proposal seeks 
$340,000 to operate the new southwest 
school. It would cost taxpayers about $6 
a year to provide electricity, water, and 
staff like a principal, librarian, clerks, 
teachers, and custodians for the new 
school. The amount reflects out-of-
pocket expenses as well as losses in state 
aid that occur because the state school 

(see Referendumon page 16) 
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M o r e E d u c a t i o n 

R e l i e f F o r T h a t M a t h P h o b i a 

O'Keffe Middle School announces 
its first Math Nightmare School for 8th 
Grade Parents (and anyone else inter
ested). The class begins on Tuesday 
November 2 from 6:30 - 7:30 pm. The 
focus of the first five classes will be the 
Math 8 cirriculum offered at O'Keefe. 
In January, five sessions on the Accel
erated Algebra cirriculum will be offered 
in January. Rob Hetzel, an O'Keefe 8th 
grade math teacher, will be leading the 
classes. 

Dates and Topics are: 
November 2: Variables and Pat

terns and Moving Straight Ahead - In

troduction to Algebra and Linear Rela
tionships: variables, tables, graphs and 
symbols as representations. 

N o v e m b e r 9: T h i n k i n g W i t h 
Mathematical Models - Introduction to 
functions and modeling. 

November 16: Growing, Grow
ing, Growing - Exponential growth. 

November 30: Frogs, Fleas and 
Painted Cubes - Quadratic growth. 

December 7: Topics from the 1st 
qua r t e r Geometry Unit - Construc
tions. 

Topics to be covered during the Ac
celerated Algebra sessions will include: 
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Products iniuitmmiy with nature imttgutul health 

Solving equations (linear, quadratic, 
adsolute value); solving systems of 
equations; examing the graphics of 
equations; and applications of algebraic 
relationships. 

Sessions meet in room 301 at 
O'Keefe Middle School and begin at 
6:30 pm. Use the Thornton - Spaight 
entrance. 

"Breathing new life 
intp-.ySfilly St, is.,.Ground 
Zero, a very accommodat
ing full service coffee shop 
offering sandwiches, soup, 
baked goods, juice, lots of 
elbowroom.and strong cof
fee to boot." 

-The Isthmus 
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Traffic calming islands on Baldwin Street 

Traffic islands 
have recently 

* been installed 
} on the 400 

block of North 
Baldwin St. 
The islands 
are intended 
to slow traffic 
as it passes 
thriugh the 

•<to*rtPMa(W __ neighborhood. 

(Photo by David Mandehr) 
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W i l l y S t r e e t C o o p G r o w s A g a i n 

Editor's Note: The following 
is an edited news release from Willy 
Street Coop. 

Twenty-five years ago who would 
have thought the Willy Street Co-op 
would grow to be as large as it is to
day? Way back those so many years 
ago in 1974, Willy Street Co-op was 
a small, cramped grocery store that 
shared its space with Nature's Bak
ery at 1101 Williamson Street. The 
Co-op's inventory was very limited 
and consisted mostly of produce 
which was, as it is today, the best in 
town. 

In August 1974, Willy Street 
Co-op signed a lease to rent 1014 
Williamson. With 900 square feet of 
retail space and a small amount of 
storage area, this new location al
lowed Willy Street Co-op to offer 
expanded selections of bulk goods, 
produce and a limited amount of 
packaged goods and convenience 
items. From the very start, the Co
op's goal was to provide natural foods 
and products for the neighborhood it 
served. 

Willy Street Co-op's grow in 
popularity and sales over the next 10 
years. The store atl014 Williamson 
St. soon became unable to meet the 
needs of the Co-op's members and 
the hunt for a new site was on. By 
September of 1977, the Co-op signed 

a new lease for 1202 Williamson which 
has been our home the last 22 years. The 
site effectively doubled the Co-op's re
tail space and allowed for increased stor
age and office space. It also allowed for 
the addition of frozen meat and fish, eth
nic foods, convenience items, health and 
beauty products, and bulk bins to the Co
op's inventory. 

Continued growth in sales and 
inventory grew the need for additional 
staff. Originally a collective where all 
employees shared in the decision mak
ing process on matters concerning Willy 
Street Co-op, this system proved to be 
very problematic. Reach a consensus 

would hold up proposals for indefi
nite periods of time; poorly defined 
jobs with little accountability allowed 
for work to be left undone which cre
ated new tensions between staff 
members; and in early 1980, Willy 
Street Co-op lost money for the first 
time in its history. In September of 
1982, a restructuring process was fi
nalized for working conditions, pay 
and benefit policies, decision mak
ing authority, and all positions, in
cluding one for Willy Street Co-op's 
first general manager, Ann Graham. 

By 1983, membership was at 

(see Willy St. Coop on page 16) 
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C a p i t a l V i e w 

W i s c o n s i n I n c o m e E q u i t y A c t I n t r o d u c e d 

I would like to take this opportunity 
to review some of the issues and legis
lation that I have introduced this session 
and share some information on upcom
ing legislation and activities. 

Income Equit Act: 
The Wisconsin Income Equity Act 

(WIEA) was introduced earlier in the 
year. The WIEA would limit the corpo
rate tax deduction for executive com
pensation from $1,000,000 under cur
rent law to a deduction of 25 times the 
c o m p a n y ' s lowest paid ful l - t ime 
employee's wage. 'For example, if the 
lowest paid employee at a company is 
paid $15,000 per year, the corporate 
deduction could be $375,000 for execu
tive pay rather than the current million-
dollar deduction. Currently we all sub
sidize this corporate tax break. Our goal 
is to raise the pay of the lowest paid 

workers by sending a strong message 
to a company. If you want to receive 
large tax deductions for executive pay, 
then pay your workers well. The people 
on the factory floor are as important to 
the company as those who work in the 
corporate suite. 

This bill is currently a part of the 
Senate Democratic version of the state 
budget and I am hopeful that it will be 
signed into law when the budget is 
passed. It will bring the State of Wis
consin an additional $19.6 million over 
the biennium that can be used to pay 
for our schools, recycling programs, etc. 

Resolution To Close The School 
Of Americas: 

I introduced a resolution to urge con
gress to close the School of Americas. 
This institution is one of the bigger 
wastes of taxpayer dollars at the federal 
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The "Church of the Shrugging Jesus". 
Welcomes You! 
Ever wonder what goes on in Christ 

.Presbyterian Church on Oorham,Street? ' 
W e may be known in the neighborhood as 

.the **church of the shrugging Jesus" but the 
Jesus we.worship is anything but. You are 
invited to worship services on Sunday 
mornings at 8:00 am and 10:30 am where we 

' ate asking questions like, "Is God relevant for 
pur lives today? Where do wc find hope for 

; thenewnnllenniurn?" Classes for aHages 

arc at 9:00 amV 
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level. It is responsible for the training 
of foreign military officers associated 
with high profile massacres, killings, 
kidnappings and tortures in Central and 
South America. 

I have seen firsthand the effects of the 
bloodshed caused by those trained by the 
School of Americas in both El Salvador 
and Colombia on Sister City visits. The 
cost in human and financial terms is sig
nificant. Many religious and human 
rights organizations support its closure. 

The Committee on Veteran's Affairs 
held a hearing on this issue in mid-Sep
tember. Over 30 people spoke and or 
registered in favor of the 

resolution. No one opposed it. I have 
sent a request to the Chair of the Com
mittee asking for a vote on the resolu
tion. I hope the resolution will be voted 
on and move to the Assembly floor soon. 

Domestic Par tnership 
Legislation: 

I soon will be introducing Domestic 
Partnership legislation. This bill creates 
a domestic partnership registry in each 
county of the state. Once a couple meets 
the requirements and registers with their 
County they will receive the similar ben
efits, rights and responsibilities that are 
granted to married couples under Wis
consin State Statute 765. 

Realistically I understand that this 
legislation will most likely not get a vote 
during this session. However, I believe 
it is time that we begin to introduce posi
tive legislation dealing with equal rights 
as opposed to simply fighting the nega
tive-legislation being proposed. 

Other Legislation: 

I am also a sponsor of a variety of 
legislation pending hearings in the As
sembly, from raising the minimum wage 
to providing contraceptive coverage un
der insurance policies to real campaign 
finance reform. We will keep you posted 
on their progress. 

- State Representative Mark Pocan 
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